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Town turns out for couple 


Hewitts turn 
100 and 104 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


STURBRIDGE — In the 
weeks leading up to the birth- 
days of Roland and Cecile 
Hewitt, 100 and 104 respec- 
tively, their friends and family 
planned a surprise drive-by pa- 
rade in this age of COVID-19. 

However, eagle-eyed Ro- 
land saw a sign with de- 
tails of the parade at the 
Champeau-Vilandre American 
Legion Post 109 recently and 
they had to explain. 

While it wasn’t a surprise, 
it seemed to be a hit with the 
couple, who were smiling from 
ear to ear as the vehicles went 
by and a small group of family 
and friends came to their door 


CURRENT 


COMMUNITY 


Luck of the Irish 
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to wish them well. 

People gathered at a parking 
lot of the Burgess Elementary 
School, just off Cedar Street, 
with fire, police and emergen- 
cy medical services as well as 
Department of Public Works 
equipment gathered and more 
than 100 others gathered with 
them. There were about 70 cars 
and trucks, not counting the 
town’s vehicles. 

They are both very well- 
known in town, and Roland 
can be seen every Saturday 
morning for a short while at 
the American Legion post. He 
served during World War II in 
the U.S. Marine Corps, and 
was at Pearl Harbor when it 
was bombed by the Japanese. 
He also served on four other 
Pacific islands before his six 
years were up, according to 
friends. 

He also worked at the Stur- 
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bridge Water Department af- 
ter his service, retiring from the 
department in 1983. 


Butch Jackson Sr. and 


Butch Jackson Jr. were on 
hand to wish the Hewitts well. 
“Rollie is just awesome, he’s a 
funny easy-going guy,” 
Butch Jackson Jr. 


said 


Kenneth White, one of Ro- 


land’s cousins, and his wife, 
Ann, were among those who 
gathered for the parade. White, 
as well as Roland, are Native 
Americans of the Nipmuck 
tribe. 


“You will not find a warm- 


er or kinder man and his wife 
than he and Cecile,” 
White. “They're such a sweet 
couple together.” 


said Ann 


Cecile is known as a great 


baker, and now that it is diffi- 
cult for her to see the recipes, 


Please see HEWITT, page 6 
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Friday, March 5, 2021 


Roland Hewitt and his wife, Cecile, 100 and 104, respectively, meet family members at 
the front door of their Cedar Street home in Sturbridge. Friends and family held a drive-by 
birthday parade for them on Sunday morning. 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTOS BY EILEEN KENNEDY 





Fiscal 2022 needs-based 
school budget approved 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— North Brookfield School 
Superintendent Richard Lind 
presented the final preliminary 
fiscal 2022 school budget at the 
School Committee meeting on 
Monday, Feb. 22, and members 
approved it. 

Lind said the budget his ad- 
ministration believes they need 
in order to serve all of their 
students. Lind said that Chap- 
ter 70 Aid 1s not finalized yet, 
but that they expect to receive 


$17,190.00 (a $30 per student 
increase) or .40 percent in- 
crease over the fiscal 2021 fund- 
ing. This would bring Chapter 
70 funding for fiscal 2022 to 
$4,308.028.00. 

Lind said the town-ap- 
proved budget has increased 
by an average of 1.2% per year 
over the last eight years. School 
Committee Chair Maria Tuck- 
er said that over 16 years, the 
budget has only increased by 
1.73 percent. Lind said that 
new positions increased the 
budget by $36,057, and con- 
tractual increases, which ad- 


ministration 
waived last year, increased it 
by another $316,592.00. After 
offsets, which include pandem- 
ic relief, the fiscal 2022 Town 
Meeting budget 
$6,508, 168.20, a 5.67% increase 
from this year. The school com- 
mittee approved the budget as 
presented. The budget will be 


and __ teachers 


request 1s 


discussed at the May/June town 
meeting. 


Reopening updates 
Lind said the district will be 


Please see BUDGET, page 8 


Quaboag special ed 
return to classrooms 


District continues 
to plan for 
in-person classes 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARREN) - 


Quaboag 
Regional School Superinten- 


dent Dr. Brett Kustigian told 
School Committee members 
Monday, Feb. 22, all special 
education students will be of- 
fered the opportunity to re- 





turn to in-person learning. 


He also said he has been 


advised by both the West 
Brookfield and Warren boards 
of health to not set a definite 
date for returning all other 
students to full-time, in-per- 
son learning. 

“It’s fluid, it’s ever-chang- 
ing,’ he said. “We are talking 
weekly, if not daily about it.” 
Pooled testing went into ef- 
fect on Tuesday, Feb. 23, at 
West Brookfield Elementary 
School, which gathers tests 
samples from 10 people at 
a time to test more people 
more quickly and efficiently. 


Please see CLASS, page 9 





MOONLIGHT SONATA 





Avid photographer and visual storyteller James Hennessey took photos of the 


beautiful moon on Saturday, Feb. 27. Thanks to him for letting us share with readers. 
COURTESY PHOTO BY JAMES HENNESSEY 





QHCC’s new leader focuses on survival first 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@turley.com 


REGION /— As. business- 
es and residents look forward 
to an economic re- 
bound, the Quaboag 
Hills Chamber of 
Commerce _ recent- 
ly hired a new vice 
president and CEO 
to help position its 
more than 250 mem- 
bers to grow their 
businesses once re- 
strictions are lifted 
and consumer confi- 
dence returns. 

Andrew Surprise _ started 
the job about a month ago. It’s 
a part-time position for now, 





Andrew Surprise A 


though that could change as 
chamber members regain their 
footing and start planning for 
the future. 

“The chamber was hurt like 
everyone else with 
the downturn in the 
economy, and _ so 
were hoping that 
eventually within the 
next year the posi- 
tion can be full-time, 
because there’s a lot 
of need for some- 
body to help,” he 
said. 
native of 

Springfield and East 
Longmeadow who was edu- 
cated locally, earning a degree 
in political science from West- 


ern New England University, 
Surprise has a background in 
business, public relations, mar- 
keting and branding. Once an 
intern for former Gov. Jane 
Swift, he made his reputation 
as a political consultant and 
campaign staffer, including 
work that helped a candidate 
win a West Springfield mayoral 
race, as well as marketing and 
fundraising for nonprofits and 
civic advocacy training. 

He served two recent terms 
on the Westfield City Council 
and still resides in Westfield, 
close to his immediate family. 

“COVID took its toll on 
many local small businesses 


Please see LEADER, page 9 
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Rotarian receives feacher Excellence Award 


BROOK FIELS/WARREN — On Sunday, Feb. 28, 
the Phoenix Youth Symphony honored our own Sujoy 
Spencer with the 2021 Dr. Walter Temme Excellence 
in Music Education Award. The orchestra schedules a 
tribute concert annually to show appreciation for their 
music teachers. During this concert one exception- 
al teacher is singled out for special recognition from 
nominations submitted by the students. 


We Deliver 
Open 7 Days a Week: 


570 Summer St., Barre, MA 
978-355-4333 
1205 Main St., Leicester, MA § 208 West Main St., West Brookfield, MA 


508-892-9276 508-867-9567 
NEW FULL MARCH SPECIALS 


RACK OF RIBS |] TUNA GRINDER 


French Fries Small *4.49 Large *5.49 
& Coleslaw Add Bacon for $1.00 More 


$15.95 ONION/PEPPER or 
Half Rack $9.95 || ONION & PEPPER PIZZA 


Available at most locations Small *4.99 Large s7.99 


@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9Yam-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 





In introducing the award, a member of the review 
board commented that “of all the nominations over all 
the years, this one particularly stood out.” 

Sujoy was recognized by her students for exception- 
al teaching skills, kindness, and generosity; for igniting 
a passion for musical education. One student nomina- 
tor praised Sujoy for allowing students to rent one of 
her violins if the student could not afford their own, 
and added, “if any student could not afford the pay- 
ment, no child would be turned away.” 

Sujoy grew up in Needham and and now splits her 
year between Phoenix and Brookfield, where her fam- 
ily has summered for decades. Thanks to virtual tech- 
nology, she currently serves Brookfields Rotary as our 
co-president elect. Over the years, she has shared her 
exquisite violin skills to entertain at numerous Rotary 
events. Professionally, Sujoy 1s a studio teacher special- 
izing in violin, viola, plano and recorder. 

Congratulations to Sujoy on this exceptional recog- 
nition from her students and the PYSO. This honor is 
well deserved. 


i 
» so. 
‘ © 
ee me t 
Ear 
we Fat, 


| 
=e 


oe 
bi a all ee 
i 7 : = - 3 
Dl o' ee a ee ee 
1, . 
i 


ops 
eee ee 
i 


es 
- 
t= 


= 
he 
> a, 


omit 
-_ 

| i 

¥ 

f 

al 

i 

a 

& 

- O 

_ 
A 

=) 

Ay) | 
=F 

ue 

i ¥ 

=i F 

a 

ne = 
1 * 


ree 





tbh dt CO OOP OOD Ede gs, 


Dr. Walter Temme, Sujoy Spencer and some of the student musicians 
who assembled for a concert of the Phoenix Youth Symphony, during 


which Spencer received an excellence in music education award. 
COURTESY PHOTO 
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Left, Justin Schur, who runs Grand Maple Farm in New Braintree with his father, Paul Schur, is already busy boiling the maple sap down into ever- 








popular maple syrup. This year they even have bourbon-flavored syrup! Right, Grand Maple Farm in New Braintree is one of a number of local sugar 


shacks busy turning maple sap into maple syrup. 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTOS BY ROBERT BANTHIN 





Learn about birds, bees and butterflies 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — Don’t many of us love 
to watch the birds, bees and butterflies in our yards 
and gardens? And most of us are eager for the snow 
to melt and the flowers to begin appearing. Join the 
Haston Free Public Library on Thursday, March 11, 
at 7 p.m., for a 90-minute Zoom presentation offered 
by landscaper and naturalist John Root to tide every- 


Kubota Rentals 
STIAL ®Husqvarna ol 


nee 1905 


PARK SAW SHOP 


LOGGING e ARBORIST e SAFETY 


1292 PARK ST. 1-800-232-6132 
PALMER, MA 01069 (413) 544-9027 


Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm e Sat 7am-Noon 
Shipping Can Be Arranged 
RENTALS AVAILABLE 

















one over until the flowers and pollinators return. 

The presentation describes the essential roles 
played by pollinators and other beneficial organisms 
in our ecosystem and offers guidance on meeting their 
needs for food, cover, and water. In meeting the needs 
of birds, pollinators, and other essential wildlife, it’s 
possible to add beauty and interest to yards and gar- 
dens. 

Root will discuss a variety of plants that nourish 
these organisms throughout their life cycles and pres- 
ent organic methods for establishing wildlife habitat. 
Handouts will be available to download, and com- 
ments and questions will be welcome at the conclu- 
sion of the program. 

Root is the owner of Earthwise Landscaping, in 
Amherst, which focuses on establishing appealing 
and productive landscapes that welcome wildlife and 
foster intimate connections with nature for people of 
all ages. His lecture topics include songbirds of the 
Northeast, hummingbirds of the Americas, butter- 
flies of the world, edible wild plants of the Northeast, 
mushrooms of the Northeast, organic gardening for 
everyone and edible perennial gardening and land- 
scaping. 

In addition to landscaping and lecturing about 
nature, he is also a vocalist and multi-instrumentalist 
who presents programs featuring popular music from 
the first half of the 20th century for audiences of all 
ages at libraries, historical societies, schools, senior 
centers, long term care residences and other venues 
throughout New England. 

Email the library at illnb@cwmars.org to register, 
and the Zoom invitation will be sent to the partici- 
pant. 


- community - 
A WEE BIT OF LUCK ON THE COMMON 





The bandstand on the Town Common in West Brookfield often hosts decorations and March is no exception, with a pair of leprechauns havin’ a bit of dance. Here are the leprechauns, having a wee bit of fun as March begins 


and they prepare for bringing with it St. Patrick’s Day. 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTOS BY EILEEN KENNEDY 





West Brookfield Historical Commission 
scholarship open until April 8 


WEST BROOKFIELD — The West 
Brookfield Historical Commission 1s 
pleased to announce its 2021, 10th annu- 
al scholarship in the amount of $2,000. 
Qualified students must reside in West 
Brookfield and may attend Quaboag Re- 
gional Middle High School, or be school 
choice students, home-schooled students 
and independent school students. 

This award is made possible through 
the J. Irving and Jane L. England Char- 
itable Trust. 

Students must be planning to attend 
either a four-year college, or a two-year 
college with the intent to transfer into 
a four-year degree program. The Com- 
mission will show preference to students 
with plans for a concentration on histo- 
ry and history-related areas. Major or 
minors may include political science, so- 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


East Brookfield Burgers $6.99 


Monday through Thursday 
During Lunch hours (11 to 4) 


cial studies, anthropology, archaeology, 
historical preservation, museum studies 
and education in these related fields. 

Applicants must submit a brief essay 
based on one of the notable persons or 
significant places listed on the applica- 
tion. All necessary information will be 
found on the West Brookfield Histori- 
cal Commission website at http://west- 
brookfield.org. 

All applicants will have until April 8, 
to turn in their scholarship application 
and essay. 

They may email it to info@west- 
brookfield.org, or mail it to West Brook- 
field Historical Commission, PO Box 
372, W. Brookfield, MA 01585. 

QRMHS student awards will be an- 
nounced at the awards presentation on 
June 2. 
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Quabbin Estates 


41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094 


Accepting applications for our wait list. 

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen 
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and 
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $797/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is higher. 

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible 
apartments when available. 


CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 


413-477-6496 
TDD (800)439-2379 
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Meals (Entree and Salad) $10.99 


Monday & Tuesday Dinner 


(4 to Close) 


Italian Night $10.99 
~ Italian Specials with Salad 


Wednesday Dinner (41 
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aking WATERFRONT DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY 
308 EAST MAIN STREET, EAST BROOKFIELD 
SOSLAKESIDE.COM 


aiet PA 
Free Vs turd pay : 
Friday 774-449-8333 


to Close 
At oe 


Find Our 
Menu Online 
www.308lakeside.com 
|  oron Facebook 


Find us on 


aig Facebook 


Open 7 Days 
11 - Close 








Tri-Parish Community Church news 


NEW BRAINTREE - “It’s all in a 
name,’ based on the Book of Genesis 
7, 1 to 7 and 15 to 17, was the sermon 
presented by Deacon Ginny Rich at the 
Tri-Parish Community Church service 
in the New Braintree Congregational 
Church on Sunday, Feb. 28. 

She also gave the worshippers this 
thought for the week: “If there is no 
God, how did a rustic carpenter change 
the world? Do you recognize the names 
Theudas Dositheus or Bar Cochba? 
Probably not. But, they were Jews of 


the early Christian era who claimed to 
be the Messiah. Two thousand years 
later, Jesus Christ, the one Christians 
call the true Messiah, commands an 
estimated two billion followers around 
the globe.” 

The church’s Parish Committee will 
tentatively meet via Zoom on March 4, 
at 6 p.m. If anyone would like to par- 
ticipate, please send your contact infor- 
mation to t.chisholm527@gmail.com. 


Please see TRI-PARISH, page 5 


QUABOAG REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 


Warren — West Brookfield, Massachusetts 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


Position Title: 
Location: 
Reports To: 
Funded By: 


Elementary Level 


General Budget 
Qualifications: 


e Associate’s degree or pass ParaPro Exam 


Full-time Special Education Preschool Paraprofessional 


Building Administration/Director of Student Support Services 


e Ability to provide supervision and support to students with special needs 

e Willingness to be trained in instructional strategies and behavioral approaches 

e Knowledge of effective instructional techniques and strategies 

e Appropriate oral & written communication skills 

e Ability to communicate effectively with students, co-workers, and administration 


Responsibilities: 


e Take direction from administrator and teacher 
e Maintain confidentiality of sensitive information and material 
e Provide adequate supervision and support of students at all times 


Closing Date for Applications: 

Salary: Per Para-Professional Bargaining Unit Contract 
Start Date: Immediately 

Apply to: Send a letter of interest to: 


Mr. Robert Bergeron, Director of Student Services 
QRSD 

P.O. Box 1538 

284 Old West Brookfield Road 

Warren, MA 01083 


The Quaboag Regional School District ensures equal employment and educational 
opportunities for its employees and students. All programs, services, 
courses of study and activities are made available without regard to race, color, 
religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, 
or homelessness in compliance with federal and state law. 





History Matters 


History Matters is a_ biweekly feature 
courtesy of The Grateful American Book Prize, 
which is given to children’s books that emphasize 
the importance of American history. 


March 1 to March 15: Helen Keller, 
Alexander Bell and war dogs 


By John Grimaldi and David Bruce Smith 
Guest columnists 


I | ineteen months after her 1880 
birth,Helen Keller contracted scarlet 
fever, or bacterial meningitis, which 

left her blind, deaf, and mute. Her parents 
sought help from Alexander Graham Bell, 
who was known for his invention of the tele- 
phone, but, also, his celebrated work educat- 
ing the deaf. He introduced the Keller family 
to the Perkins Institution, it trained people 
afflicted with “deafblindness” and--facilitated 
the family’s hiring of 20-year-old Annie Sulli- 
van, one of its special needs teachers. 

Keller was a stubborn student, but Sulli- 
van was an equally determined teacher.She 
“spelled” words in Keller’s palm — a difficult, 
and monotonous process — but Sullivan “got 
through” to Helen — within a few months when 
Keller felt the water flowing from a pump, and 
“remembered”. 

Helen and Teacher stayed together from 
March 3,1887, until Sullivan’s 1936 death. 

According to History.com, Keller went on 
to learn how to read, write and speak. With 
Sullivan’s assistance, her student attended 
Radcliffe College, graduated with honors, be- 
came a public speaker, and published her first 
book, “The Story of My Life” in 1903. 

For more information about Helen Keller 
and Anne Sullivan the Grateful American 
Book Prize recommends “Helen Keller: Hu- 
manitarian” by Lois P. Nicholson. 

Alexander Graham Bell 

On March 7, 1876, Alexander Graham 
Bell received a patent for his “harmonic tele- 
graph” — or—telephone. Up until then, Sam- 
uel Morse’s telegraph was the only means of 
“instantaneous” communication, but Bell had 
been concentrating on resolving the limita- 
tions; it could only handle one message at a 
time — and it required a courier to deliver the 
news to the recipient. 

The Bell family had immigrated from En- 
gland to Massachusetts and settled in Boston 
where Alexander worked as a teacher for the 
deaf. But he was also the son of an inventor, 
and, while he was fond of his work as a teach- 
er, he also had an innate desire to devise a way 
for people to speak “directly” with each other- 
-from a distance. He partnered with Thomas 
A. Watson, who worked in a machine shop; 
and when the telephone was completed, he ut- 
tered the now famous phrase: “Mr. Watson, 
come here, I need you.” 

The Grateful American Book Prize rec- 
ommends “Telephone: The Invention That 
Changed Communication,” by Samuel Wil- 
lard Crompton. 

Rin Tin Tin 

The first Rin Tin Tin to become a movie 
star was brought home by an American GI 
from World War I. Apparently, it was the pup 
of a German “War Dog” that got cast in a 
1922 silent movie, “The Man from Hell’s Riv- 
er,’ the first of 27 “Rin Tin Tin” films. 

Both sides in the conflict used war dogs, 
mainly to carry messages. But it wasn’t un- 
til March 13, 1942, that the first official K-9 
Corps was established by the U.S. Army’s 
Quartermaster Corps to train dogs for the 
Army, Navy, Marine Corps and the Coast 
Guard. 

According to History.com “The K-9 Corps 
initially accepted over 30 breeds of dogs, but 
the list was soon narrowed to seven: German 
shepherds, Belgian sheepdogs, Doberman pin- 
schers, collies, Siberian huskies, Malamutes 
and Eskimo dogs. Members of the K-9 Corps 
were trained eight to 12 weeks; then, they were 
put through one of four specialized programs 
to prepare them for work as sentry dogs, 


Please see HISTORY, page 5 
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Letter to the Editor 









Thanks to James Paugh Ill 


Many thanks to author James Paugh II 
for helping to record the history of sacrifices 
made by our WWII veterans. A little known 
but amazing chapter in American WWII 
history is documented in the book “Home 
From Siberia,” subtitled “The Secret Odys- 
seys of Interned American Airmen in World 
War II.” One of the contributors to this his- 
tory was Gilbert S Arnold, a successful to- 
bacco grower in Southwick, Massachusetts. 
He was one of 291 bomber crewmen forced 


Guest Column 


by aircraft problems to land on the Kam- 
chatka peninsula in Russia. All these airmen 
were declared prisoners of war by Russia in 
order to maintain a neutrality truce with Ja- 
pan. Through months of hardship and re- 
location, they were secretly smuggled back 
to the Allies. For more American military 
history, visit the remarkable American Her- 
itage Museum in Hudson, Massachusetts. 
M.Bannish 
Brookfield 


Taking on your houseplant questions 





lise, who enjoys reading the 
Hess from Brookfield, 

posed this question to the 
Garden Lady: “I have a number of 
scented geraniums in my sunroom 
that I dug up from my herb garden 
last summer. They were looking 
good for awhile, but within the last 
month their leaves have begun to 
turn brown. It seems to start with 
the older foliage, beginning with 
the leaf margins and working its way in. I 
keep picking off the bad leaves but more fol- 
low suit. Do you have any suggestions as to 
how I should remedy this?” 

Scented geraniums were among the first 
herbs I ever grew! In fact, at 18 I had a win- 
dowsill of them in my bedroom. I loved 
how they would emit a heavenly fragrance 
whenever the leaves were rubbed between 
my thumb and forefinger. Scents like lemon, 
nutmeg, coconut and rose. Fast forward a 
few decades and I am blessed with a collec- 
tion of scented geraniums in the greenhouse 
at Old Sturbridge Village! Although they 
looked great a couple of weeks ago, they too 
have started to show some brown leaves, ex- 
actly in the manner you explain. 

My first thought is in regards to watering. 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or 
more out from the election. All candidates 
running in both contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit their statements to 
the editor to include only biographical and 


campaign platform details. Total word count for 
Statements is limited to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a photo. We will not 
publish any statements of candidacy inside the 
four weeks from election threshold. To publish 
any other campaign publicity during the race, 
please contact our advertising representatives. 


N THE 


GARDEN 





Roberta McQuaid 


You see, geraniums can be finicky 
when it comes to moisture. If you 
let them get too dry their leaves 
will brown; too wet and the same 
thing happens. Sometimes look- 
ing at the soil and watering if it 
“looks” dry isn’t the best thing to 
do, and honestly, in my haste, that 
is what I have been doing lately. I 
am going back to the “finger test” 
and only water when the soil is 
dry to the touch, a few inches into the pot; 
maybe that will help. 

Another point of interest 1s in regards to 
chlorinated water. There is some research 
that indicates geraniums are sensitive to 
chlorine. If your tap water is heavily chlo- 
rinated I would recommend that you fill a 
watering can with water and let it sit for 24 
hours. The chlorine will dissipate before wa- 
tering. Likewise, you can also run tap water 
through a charcoal type water filter to rid it 
of chlorine. 

Lastly, our geraniums may be hungry. Be- 
ginning in late February and early March, 
scented geraniums begin to initiate flower 
buds and require additional nutrients to do 
so. [Il start feeding with a liquid fertilizer at 


Please see GARDEN, page 5 


We also do not allow personal attacks against 
other candidates or political parties in state- 
ments of candidacy, nor do we publish for free 
any information about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers. 

Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit 
all statements of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines. 





OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS 


POLICY 


etters to the ed- 
itor should be 
250 words or 
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BOSTON — State Sen. Anne Gobi, 
D-Spencer, has filed legislation this ses- 
sion aimed at enhancing the stability of 
one of the most popular transitional as- 
sistance programs offered by the state, 
the Healthy Incentives Program. The 
bill filed by the Senator, SD. 1178, An 
Act relative to an Agricultural Healthy 
Incentives Program, codifies the pro- 
gram into law, and requires that a sep- 
arate fund be established within the de- 
partment of transitional assistance to 
ensure adequate funding for the pro- 
gram moving forward. 

Gobi is the co-chair of the Massa- 


- community - 


chusetts Food Systems Caucus and a 
former chair of the Joint Committee on 
Environment, Natural Resources and 
Agriculture. 

“T appreciate the overwhelming bi- 
partisan support for HIP in the legisla- 
ture,’ Gobi said. “It is a program that 
provides people with nutritious food 
from our local farmers, helping our 
farms and farmers remain sustainable. 
Every dollar stays in the state, it goes to 
farmers and back into the local econo- 
my, helping farmers protect their land, 
helping protect the environment and 
helps people stay healthy being able to 


purchase fresh fruits and vegetables over 
less healthy options.” 

Launched in April 2017, the HIP pro- 
vides a 100% incentive, a dollar-for-dol- 
lar match, for each SNAP dollar spent 
on targeted fruits and vegetables pur- 
chased at farmers markets, farm stands, 
mobile markets, and Community Sup- 
ported Agriculture programs statewide. 
By increasing access to locally grown 
fruits and vegetables for SNAP clients, 
the program benefits family and com- 
munity health, and support farms and 
the local economy. 

Since its inception 85,000 families 


Gobi’s legislation targets food insecurity 


have earned HIP incentives, purchas- 
ing $19.5 million in local foods that 
directly benefited more than 200 farms 
in the state. More than 63,000 house- 
holds used HIP in fiscal 2021, totaling 
more than $5 million in incentives being 
put back into the area. Estimates show 
that each dollar spent results in an ad- 
ditional $1.12 in local economic impact 
as farmers contribute back to the local 


economy. 
For more information on _ the 
program, please visit https://www. 


mass. gov/service-details/massachu- 
setts-healthy-incentives-program-hip. 





Haston Library receives award to preserve residents’ memories 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — The 
Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners awarded $1,660 to the 
Haston Free Public Library 

The Haston Library will use this 
grant to explore the theme, “Preserv- 
ing our Memories,” through work- 
shops for adults and children, such as 
digital scrapbooking, memoir writing 
and art journaling. 

Librarian Amy Hietala, of Old 


Sturbridge Village, will present a pro- 
gram on the diaries and journals found 
in the Village’s collection. Finally, the 
library will create a video documenting 
North Brookfield citizens’ responses to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Through 
this project the Haston Library would 
like to encourage the community to re- 
cord their life experiences and add to 
the historic record. 

The Haston Free Public Library’s 


grant is one of $54,900 in 20 grants 
to libraries across the commonwealth 
through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security, or CARES, 
Act funding distributed by the Insti- 
tute of Museum and Library Services. 
These grants are designed to help the 
recipients with remote and virtual pro- 
gramming during the coronavirus pan- 
demic. 

This is the second round of grants 


supporting remote and virtual pro- 
gramming, following the 27 grants to- 
taling $72,461 awarded last July. 

“Libraries have done an incredible 
job adapting to virtual and remote 
programming for residents throughout 
the pandemic,” said MBLC Director 
James Lonergan. “These grants con- 
tinue to support this great work and 
bring vital programming for everyone 
in Massachusetts.” 





Gobi returns to Beacon Hill, announces committee assignments, staffing 


SPENCER — Senator Anne M. Gobi, 
D-Spencer, has returned to the State 
House for the 2021-2022 legislative ses- 
sion. With the Senate ratifying assign- 
ments, Gobi has been reappointed chair 
of the Joint Committee on Public High- 
er Education, and will now serve as vice 
chair of the Senate Standing Commit- 
tee on Redistricting. Additionally she 
will continue to serve as a member on 
the powerful Senate Ways and Means 
Committee. 

New to the 2021-2022 session, Gobi 
has been tapped to serve as a member 


on the Joint Committee on Community 
Development and Small Business, the 
Joint Committee on Elder Affairs, and 
the Joint Committee on Veterans and 
Federal Affairs. 

“T am looking forward to an excit- 
ing and challenging session as we work 
together to recover and thrive,” said 
Gobi. “In addition to my committee 
appointments the office stays very busy 
responding to concerns and answering 
questions. I am fortunate to have a won- 
derful staff that assists in providing per- 
sonal and professional service to all who 


live and work in the district.” 

Gobi will be joined by returning staff: 

W. Stuart Loosemore serves as chief 
of staff and general counsel, and man- 
ages budget policy and local budget re- 
quests. 

Yael D. Langer will continue to serve 
as legislative director. Langer oversees 
Gobi’s legislative portfolio, and pro- 
vides staffing for all committee assign- 
ments. 

Derek J. Silver, a Hardwick native, 
will serve as communications director 
and scheduler. Silver manages the sen- 


ator’s schedule and is the primary point 
of contact for all press inquiries. 

Lucas G.F. McDiarmid, a Palmer 
resident, continues as district director. 
He provides grant assistance for district 
municipalities, manages intergovern- 
mental affairs and assists with constit- 
uent services. 

Craig Lundberg continues to serve as 
director of constituent services. Lund- 
berg provides assistance to constitu- 
ents on a variety of matters, helping to 
navigate the executive branch and state 
agencies. 





GARDEN from page 4 


half strength every two weeks or so to 
support that need. Hopefully by adopt- 
ing some of this advice your geraniums 
will begin to look a bit happier and mine 
will too! 

Frances has a beautiful potted cycla- 
men and is curious how this particular 
plant 1s propagated. “My mother always 
comments about the beauty of my pink 
cyclamen. Can I remove a leaf, insert it 
into the soil and expect it will root, as 
would an African violet’s?” 

Florist Cyclamen (Cyclamen persi- 
cum) is a delightful indoor plant that 
flowers during the winter months. Its 
quarter-sized blooms in red, pink and 
white are unique in that the petals are 
bent back, reflexed even, and held above 
pretty, heart-shaped, silver-margined 
leaves. There are varying types available 
with fancy flowers and intricately pat- 
terned foliage. 

The cyclamen plant is tuberous and 
unfortunately 1s best propagated by seed 
or by division of its fibrous roots. Usu- 


ally this task is left to the experts who 
are best able to deal with erratic germi- 
nation and roots susceptible to rot. 

Recently I became the proud own- 
er of my very first cyclamen (thanks, 
Mom!). It’s always fun to get to learn 
about the life cycle of a new plant. With 
the cylamen’s bloom time during the 
winter, it has a period of2 dormancy mid 
spring through the end of summer when 
it’s leaves will yellow and shed, and it 
will demand next to no water. This time 
frame is opposite of what we are used 
to with our perennial flowers that bloom 
during the summer and go dormant 
during the winter. In late August, begin 
watering and leaves will sprout anew be- 
fore blooming begins during the fall. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow- 
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
ekennedy@turley.com with ‘Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 





HISTORY from page 4 


scout or patrol dogs, messenger dogs or 
mine-detection dogs. In active combat 
duty, scout dogs proved especially essen- 
tial by alerting patrols to the approach 
of the enemy and preventing surprise 


attacks.” 

The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “No Better Friend: Young 
Readers Edition: A Man, a Dog, and 
Their Incredible True Story of Friend- 
ship and Survival in World War II,” by 
Robert Weintraub. 





Fiscal 2019 CDBG Zoom public 


hearing to be held on March 10 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — The 
town of North Brookfield will host a 
public hearing on Wednesday, March 
10, at 7 p.m. using the Zoom platform 
with an access code provided below 
and being recorded on local access 
public television. In the event the 
meeting is postponed, the hearing will 
be held at the same time during the as 
rescheduled. 

The hearing will review the status 
of projects funded through North 
Brookfield’s fiscal 2019 Community 
Development Block Grant, a $600,000 
award, including the West Side Infra- 
structure Study, an evaluation and 
improvement plan for public works 
infrastructure in the neighborhood in 
the town center to the west of Main 
Street, and the Housing Rehabilita- 
tion Program. All persons and orga- 
nizations with questions or comments 
will have an opportunity to be heard. 


Those unable to attend may send writ- 
ten comments to Ashley Barre, Assis- 
tant to the Board of Selectmen, 185 
North Main St., North Brookfield, 
MA 01535 or by email at selectmen@ 
northbrookfield.net. 

The Central Massachusetts Re- 
gional Planning Commission provides 
grant administration and _ project 
management assistance to the town of 
North Brookfield. For further infor- 
mation about the grant funded proj- 
ects, contact Ian McElwee at CMRPC 
at 508-459-3331 or at imcelwee@cm- 


rpc.org. 
The Zoom call = informa- 
tion is  https://usO2web.zoom.us/ 


j/87871632827?pwd=SWJPRUVJb- 
mdSK3B5RGJvdVUVNHR2Zz09. 

The meeting identification number 
is 878 7163 2827 and the passcode is 
739346. The dial in number is 301- 
715-8592. 





TRI-PARISH from page 3 


On March 7, at 10 a.m., Rev. Kath- 
leen Fitzgibbons will return to the New 
Braintree Congregational Church. She 


will be assisted by Jennifer Pollard. All 
are welcome and social distancing and 
masks are mandatory. Fitzgibbons will 
also continue to assist the congregation 
on how to obtain a minister. 





Members of the Sturbridge Department of Public 
Works have their equipment lined up as they wait 
for the parade to start. 





Sturbridge Department of Public Works and Fire 
Department employees, along with the Police 
Department, were part of the parade. 

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTOS BY EILEEN KENNEDY 


Sandy Lund with her new puppy, Phoebe, as she 
waits for the parade for Roland and Cecile Hewitt 
to start. Participants waited at Burgess Elementary 
School before heading to the Hewitt home. 
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Left to right are Stubridge Police Officer Colby Tytula, along with sons, Jackson, 2 1, 


5 


Michael Mayfield, nephew of Roland “Rollie” Hewitt, stands with his wife, Linda, before the birthday drive-by 


parade for 100-year-old Rollie Hewitt and his wife, Cecile, 104, of Cedar Street in Sturbridge. 
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Roland reads the them to her and the sweet treats con- 
tinue, she said. 

Friend Robert Briere agreed the couple, who have 
been married for 73 years this year, are wonderful peo- 
ple. 

“Rollie and I go back to the beginning of time. He 
loves a good joke, and if you tell him a good one, he’ll 
roar with laughter,” Briere said. 

White said his cousin was quite the jokester, some- 
times stealing everyone’s lunch when they went hunt- 
ing as a group. 

“Everybody would get back to their car, their food 
would be gone and there would be an empty Table 
Talk pie,” he said with a big smile. “They knew who 
had done it.” 

Briere said the couple traveled across the country 
several times, visiting Alaska several times. White said 
Roland turned a van they had into a camper and off 
they went. 

Viewing the parking lot full of vehicles and people, 
Russell Chamberland, who was the point person for 
the parade, said of the couple, “We had to do some- 
thing for them.” 

“They're down-to-earth, salt of the earth people, 
they are just all around nice people.” he said. 

In addition to being easy-going, Roland 1s also nev- 
er has a bad word about anyone, Chamberland said. 

The couple were clearly touched, waving to the pa- 
rade and talking with friends and family briefly gath- 
ered on their front lawn. 
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Wrestling 
Still not 
cleared for 
competitions 
as spring 
looms 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION - In an effort to fit every 
sport into the modified high school sea- 
sons, the Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association decided to move 
wrestling from the winter to the spring 
season. With football occurring during 
the Fall 2 season, it was decided wres- 
tling should take place during the spring. 

However, at a recent meeting of 
MIAA Wrestling Committee, it was an- 
nounced the Office of Energy and Envi- 
ronmental Affairs had still not cleared 
the sport of wrestling for Level 3 activi- 
ty, which allows for competitions to oc- 
cur. If wrestling is not allowed to have 
level 3 activity, meets cannot occur. 

In the meeting, 1t was reported that 
football will be observed during the next 
three weeks. Due to the close contact 
involved in football, the EEA will be 
looking at the sport to compare it to the 
close contact that will occur in wrestling. 
Spring sports are set to begin in late 
April, early May. 

According to the minute of the com- 
mittee meeting, if the EEA makes the 
decision to move wrestling into the level 
3 status, then modifications for the sport 
will be presented for approval by the 
MIAA. 

In addition to observation of foot- 
ball, the status of vaccination in the 
Commonwealth will also play into the 
lifting of restrictions at the state level. 
It was recently announced large sports 
venues like Fenway Park would be al- 
lowed to open beginning March 22 at 12 
percent capacity as part of the beginning 
of Phase 4 of the state’s re-opening plan. 





Hampshire 
association 
seeking umpires 


REGION — The Hampshire Frank- 
lin Baseball Umpire Association (HF- 
BUA) 1s planning to conduct classes 
for the 2021 baseball season following 
all recommended COVID-19 protocols 
including the possibility of on-line in- 
struction. The association covers um- 
piring of scholastic baseball for all of 
Hampshire and Franklin county schools 
registered under MIAA and several oth- 
er baseball leagues in the area. If you 
are interested in umpiring baseball or 
obtaining further information regard- 
ing the upcoming classes please contact 
Roger Booth - Secretary/Treasurer of 
the HFBUA via email at quilthunter@ 
comcast.net. 
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Pioneers 
defense 





struggles 


PALMER — The Pathfinder 
Regional High School boys bas- 
ketball team had a tough run in 
the winter season, going just 1-6. 
Their defense struggled late in the 
season, allowing a lot of points to 
opponents despite having a decent 
scoring attack. The Pioneers sea- 
son started late, on Feb. 12, after 
the team had to wait to be cleared 
to play due to high-risk COVID 


status for most of January. 
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Austin Lagimeniere eyes the basket. 





Jordan Talbot reaches out for a layup. 
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Darren Woward 
shoots for the 
Pioneers. 
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More racers gearing up for modified series 


SEEKONK — When the 
Tri Track Open Modified 
Series season takes the green 
flag on May | at Monadnock 
Speedway, the field will be 
stacked full of talent. One 
of the talented stars is rising 
New Hampshire racer Mat- 
thew Kimball, who is a for- 
mer Mini Stock champion 
and currently a competitor in 
the Sportsman Modified divi- 
sion at multiple tracks in the 
Granite State. 

Kimball, who does have 
limited starts with Tri Track, 
is hoping to be able to run 
the entire six-race slate in 
2021. His most important 
goal will be to be consistent, 
learn more about the Tour- 
Type Modifieds, and come 
home with solid top-10 fin- 
ishes. He also plans to com- 
pete full-time at Monadnock 
in the Apex Racing No. 11 in 
the track’s Sportsman Modi- 
fieds and hopes to chase the 
NASCAR Dyivision I Nation- 
al Championship, if the first 
few weeks of the season go 
well. 

“It’s always good to try 





Matt Kimball is another hopeful to win the Tri Track this year. 


and get your name out there 
and this is a great opportuni- 
ty to do that,’ Kimball said. 
“We want to win races, but 
we are going to go race-by- 
race, and see what the sched- 
ules look like, so we don’t 
have conflictions. We’re going 
to take this year step-by-step. 
We would like to finish top- 
10 in the Tri Track points.” 
Kimball, who won _ the 
Mini Stock title at Monad- 
nock in 2018, started his ca- 
reer in go-karts, and moved 
to the Mini Stocks at the age 
of 13. From there, he sat be- 
hind the wheel of a modified 
at full speed for the first time 


SUBMITTED PHOTO 


at age 15, and the experience 
was different from anything 
he had dealt with before -- 
but he found success quickly. 

“My dad had a few cham- 
pionships before I took over 
and it didn’t take me too long 
to adapt to it,” Kimball said. 
“IT won my first race just four 
weeks into the season. I prac- 
ticed a lot before getting into 
a race -- ran it towards the 
end of the year, and during 
practices, we went out as 
much as possible. Once you 
get comfortable in the car, 
it’s like driving any other race 
car.” 

Kimball competes regu- 


larly at Monadnock, Hud- 
son Speedway, Claremont 
Speedway and occasionally 
Lee USA Speedway, and 
plans to focus on Monad- 
nock full-trme this season, 
along with Tri Track. Driving 
the No. 50 machine, Kimball 
has learned the ropes of the 
Modified over the last few 
years, but knows he needs to 
continue to soak up the envi- 
ronment to be successful at 
the level of Tri Track compe- 
tition. He finished sixth and 
seventh in the two Tri Track 
races on Monadnock’s high- 
banks last year. 

“It’s a pretty big differ- 
ence racing-wise from a Mini 
Stock to a Modified, but it 
just takes a few laps to get 
used to the throttle and the 
power,” Kimball said. “The 
biggest difference is the tone 
of the race. It’s a lot differ- 
ent trying to save your tires, 
versus a crate car, where you 
go hard the whole time. I still 
have to figure it out. I have 
to figure out adjustments to 
make it last more than 80 


Please see RACING, page 8 


HOLYOKE — Valley Blue Sox 
President Fred Ciaglo announced 
the hiring of Kate Avard as the 
team’s new General Manager. 

Avard, 22, will be returning to the 
Blue Sox organization after interning 
with the team during the 2016 sea- 
son. The Easthampton, MA native, 
originally from Holyoke, is a gradu- 
ate of the University of Massachu- 
setts Amherst where she earned a 
B.S. degree in Sport Management 
from the Isenberg School of Man- 
agement and a B.S. degree studying 
kinesiology from the School of Pub- 
lic Health and Health Sciences. 

“We're very excited to appoint 
Kate as our new General Manag- 
er,’ said Ciaglo. “Having previous- 
ly served as one of our interns, she 


- sports - 
Blue Sox name new general manager 


knows the culture and communi- 
ty-oriented mission of our organi- 
zation. Given her education in sport 
management, Kate will bring strong 
business fundamentals, creativity 
and a passion for baseball to the 
Blue Sox front office.” 

While at UMass Amherst, Av- 
ard served as the Intramural Special 
Events Assistant and held multiple 
internships within the Athletic De- 
partment. After graduating from 
UMass Amherst, Avard enrolled in 
graduate courses studying athletic 
training and emergency medicine at 
Boston University. 

Avard 1s eager to return to MacK- 
enzie Stadium and expand her role 
with the organization. 

“Growing up in Holyoke, I at- 


tended many Holyoke Giants games, 
then later Blue Sox games, with my 
family which is where I fell in love 
with the sport of baseball,’ said Av- 
ard. I later interned with the team 
and saw firsthand the positive influ- 
ence the team had on the local fam- 
ilies and local community, similar to 
what I had personally experienced 
growing up,’ she added. 

“The Blue Sox reputation has 
grown tremendously over the past 
few years, making the team a sta- 
ple throughout Western Mass, said 
Avard. “Stepping into the role of 
General Manager, I hope I am able 
to build upon the relationship the 
organization has with the communi- 
ty and grow the team in the coming 
years.” 





Nominees for volleyball hall announced 


HOLYOKE —- The list of 25 nom- 
inees for the International Volley- 
ball Hall of Fame 2021 Induction 
has been announced and the Fan 
Vote presented by Mizuno is now 
officially open through Feb. 28. 

Fans can vote daily for as many 
nominees as they feel are deserving 
of Induction. The top 5 nominees 
selected by the public will comprise 
a “fans’ ballot” that will be tallied 
along with the official selection 
committee ballots to pick the Class 
of 2021 inductees. 

“These 25 nominees represent 11 
different countries and some of the 
biggest names in volleyball from 
the past two decades and beyond.” 


How to contact the Sports Editor 
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said George Mulry, Executive Di- 
rector of the International Volley- 
ball Hall of Fame. “Having to skip 
the 2020 class of Inductees because 
of COVID has created a bit of a 
backlog that’s resulted in perhaps 
the strongest list of nominees top to 
bottom we've ever had. I think it’s 
going to be really hard for people 
to narrow down their Fan Vote se- 
lections but it will also make this 
year’s Induction that much more 
special for the selected class.” 
The new class of Inductees will be 
announced in March and the 2021 
Induction Celebration is scheduled 
for Saturday, Oct. 23 and will be 
live streamed for anyone that can- 


not travel to Holyoke. Induction 
Celebration tickets will go on sale 
when the new class is announced. 

The nominees are: Taismary 
Aguero, Dr. Rolf Andresen, Man- 
uela Benelli, Gianfranco Brian, 
Julius Brink and Jonas Recker- 
mann, Dr. Gabriel Cherebetiu, Ser- 
gio Dutra Santos, Giovane Gavio, 
Linda Hanley, Barbara Jelic-Ruzic, 
Pieter Joon, Siegfried Kohler, Pe- 
ter Lange, Andre Meyer, Samuele 
Papi, Carmelo Pittera, Bernardo 
Rezende, Todd Rogers, Yumilka 
Ruiz, Ricardo Santos, Clay Stanley, 
Sergey Tetyuhkhin, Logan Tom, 
Fernanda Venturini, and Elaine 
Youngs. 
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laps, so we are there at the end. A lot of it is ex- 
perience -- you don’t really see many guys jump 
in a tour car and just be there at the end.” 

He’s excited to continue to race with the tal- 
ented field Tri Track offers, and is looking for- 
ward to visiting Seekonk Speedway for the first 
time in his career. Tri Track’s 2021 schedule 
includes two stops at Monadnock, his home- 
track, two at Seekonk and two at Star Speedway, 
where Kimball has limited laps. 

“It’s a lot different racing against the big 
names, but they were in the same shoes we were 
at one point in their career,’ Kimball said. “I’ve 
never even been to Seekonk, so that will be 
tough. But I feel confident in Monadnock and 
I’ve won at Star in the Mini Stock. The differ- 
ence at Star with a car with a lot more power 
will require a different line and everything. It 
should be a lot of figuring out different setups 
this year.” 

With support from his family and friends, 
and his sponsors, Kimball wouldn't be able to 
drive on the track. His sponsors include APEX 
Racing, KRJ Jewelry, Edmunds Ace Hardware, 
Peterboro Tools, Tyler’s Small Engines, Trends 
of Fashion, Birch Wood Inn, Beangroup and 
more. He’s lucky to have a stout list of supports 
behind him to help him compete at a high-level. 

“Tm just going to be playing it by ear and 
get the cars ready and go for Monadnock, Ill 
be running three races in that same weekend,” 
Kimball said. “Between the two Sportsman 
Modified races and the Tri Track race, it will 
be a busy weekend. I’m also going to be able to 
race my dad, who will run our family car in a few 
races this year. I’ve beaten him three times, and 
he’s beaten me once, so hopefully I can keep the 
good streak going. I’m just hoping to be there at 
the end of each race this year.” 

Kimball is just one of more than 15 drivers 
who have already registered to compete in the 
entire Tri Track slate for the 2021 season. Reg- 
istration is open and teams can register at Tr- 
Track Modifieds.com/team-info. Teams have the 
option to either sign-up for the whole season or 
just one single race. 

The Tri Track Open Modified Series will visit 
three historic New England tracks, twice each, 
to make up the six-race schedule for 2021. The 
series will stop at Monadnock Speedway in Win- 
chester, New Hampshire on May | and August 
14, while visiting Star Speedway in Epping, New 
Hampshire on May 22 and July 24. The antic- 
ipated return to Seekonk Speedway, scheduled 
for June 30 and October 23, will mark two sta- 
ple events -- the $10,000 to win Open Wheel 
Wednesday in June and the Haunted Hundred 
to wrap the season. 
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receiving more than anticipated from 
ESSER-2 (federal pandemic relief), 
four times as much as ESSER-1 in the 
amount of $265,813.00. They will use 
the funding from ESSER-2 for the fiscal 
2022 budget. Lind said part of that ESS- 
ER-2 funding is required to be spent on 
mental health and student wellness. He 
said they also received $30,225.00, which 
needs to be spent this school year. Lind 
said that money will be used for the new 
classrooms and salaries they added to 
accommodate students as they returned 
to in-person learning. 

Lind encouraged people to read the 
CDC’s new guidelines for reopening 
schools that were recently released. Lind 
said North Brookfield is already follow- 
ing what the CDC recommends. Lind 
said getting teachers vaccinated will be 
“very important” to getting all students 
back in the classroom. 

Tucker said having the students re- 
turn full-time is the goal for all admuinis- 
trators. She said North Brookfield is one 
of the only districts that has very few re- 
mote days. She said a lot of planning has 
gone into the setup they have now. “It’s 
not perfect, but it’s working very well,” 
she said. A resident asked if getting all 
students in school was dependent on 
teachers getting vaccinated. Tucker said 


it is just one of the things they need to 
consider moving forward. 


Rebranding Committee 

Lind said that Assistant Superinten- 
dent Jeanne Powers has begun the pro- 
cess to compile the Rebranding Commit- 
tee to adopt a new mascot and nickname 
for the school district. Lind said they 
are in need of one or two more mem- 
bers from the community to complete 
the committee. Lind said they released 
a survey to get suggestions for mascots 
and nicknames and have begun receiving 
ideas. Lind said they hope to have a rec- 
ommendation before the school commit- 
tee for approval at the June 14 meeting. 

Last December at the request of for- 
mer students, the committee took up the 
topic of whether to keep its Indian mas- 
cot and voted to end using it. 


Financial report 
Lind said the budget is slowly being 
straightened out, with some work left 
to do, but that they are mostly on track. 
Lind said they are in good shape for 
where they are in the school year. 


Recognitions 
Lind recognized Dr. Monica Boyce, 
a new science teacher at the Jr/Sr. high 
school for her creation of a virtual re- 
ality classroom. Lind said she has put 


together a virtual reality classroom to 
tie-in remote and live learning sessions, 
saying, “It’s pretty awesome to be honest 
with you.” Boyce, along with Lind and 
students Megan Bokis and Cole Morrill, 
gave a demonstration of the virtual real- 
ity classroom. The virtual classroom has 
an MCAS center for students with prac- 
tice questions from previous year’s tests. 
Bokis said she likes that they “can go off 
on their own,” and “work at their own 
pace.” Lind said what interested him the 
most about this classroom was students 
and teacher could meet and talk, with a 
more personal atmosphere. Lind asked 
Bokis and Morrill if they could interact 
with their class better using this format. 
Morrill said it is a “little more real.” Lind 
said the format would be a much more 
functional use even after remote learning 
has ended. Lind said Boyce has shared 
this with the Jr./Sr. high school staff and 
plans to share it with the elementary 
staff also. 


Student Council 

Student Council member Megan 
Bokis said they have handed out the 
first few batches of Chromebook covers 
and “people are loving them.” They pur- 
chased a Cricut and they are making the 
covers themselves now. 

Nominations for Massachusetts Stu- 
dent Council awards for North Brook- 


field are: Rebecca Miner, James Rokas 
Award; Mikayla Bokis, Unsung Hero 
Award; and Ms. Malone, Henry Sulli- 
van Advisor of the Year Award. Bokis 
said that student Jake S. was chosen to 
be Student Council representative, along 
with herself, on Rebranding Committee. 


Approvals 
The School Committee approved the 
following: regular meeting minutes for 
Jan. 25 and special meeting minutes for 
Feb. 8. They also approved two PTO do- 
nations, one for $1,100 and another for 
$743.13. 


Scholarships 

The School Committee approved two 
scholarships. The Robert Salem Memo- 
rial Scholarship in the amount of $2,000 
per year, to being next year and the Fly 
High Parker Scholarship, a one-time 
scholarship in the amount of $1,000. 
The Fly High Parker Scholarship is in 
memory of Parker Shipman, who would 
have graduated with the class of 2021. 


2021/2022 Calendar 
Lind said Labor Day falls a little bit 
later this year, so they decided to have 
teachers return to school Aug. 30 to 
31 with students returning Wednesday, 
Sept. 1. The School Committee ap- 
proved the calendar. 
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Anyone identified as being positive for 
COVID-19 gets an additional test to 
determine positivity. Anyone who then 
tests positive must quarantine as do any- 
one with close contact with that person. 
Pooled testing will be added to Quabo- 
ag Regional Middle High School and 
Warren Community Elementary School 
during this past week. 

Teachers must also receive COVID-19 
vaccines, but they have to become eligi- 
ble under the state’s guidelines. After 
giving first responders and health work- 
ers vaccines, the state has since opened 
up registration to those 75 and over, 
along with their younger companions, 
as well as those 65 and over and others 
with two or more commodities, such as 
diabetes, asthma or obesity among a 
range of other issues. 

Kustigian said the rules around how 
many students may ride the buses and 


- community - 


how many students may sit in the same 
seat have been expanded, allowing more 
students to get to school. The six-foot 
social distancing in class remains in 
place, he said. 

West Brookfield mother Jennifer 
Goodale asked committee members 
what parameters or benchmarks will be 
used to get all children back in school. 

School Committee Jason Morgan 
said the district can’t offer a definite 
matrix that will drive when school will 
be open for in-person classes for all. 
“It depends on vaccinations and other 
things,” he said. “We don’t have a firm 
timeline.” 

He said social distancing has not 
changed from six feet to three feet, and 
working out offering lunches safely at 
the high school needs to be determined 
as well. 

Kustigian said COVID-19 rates in 
Warren and West Brookfield are mov- 
ing in the right direction, with Warren 


in the yellow zone now and West Brook- 
field in the green zone. Both had been 
in the red, higher-risk zone for a several 
weeks running beginning in December 
and going into January. 

Grandparent Doreen Piechota said 
all children need to be back in school. 
“We need to give them in-person school- 
ing with teachers who are veterans, we 
need to move this along,” she said. Ex- 
tending the school day was one of her 
recommendations so students could get 
additional instruction. 

Kustigian said the teachers’ contract 
spelled out the school day to a certain 
extent and the memorandum of under- 
standing between the district and the 
teachers’ union calls for teachers being 
vaccinated before all students return to 
class. 

He also said the district has a media- 
tion session with the teachers’ union on 
March 11 about demanding teachers 
to return to teaching in the classrooms 


following more than two weeks of the 
towns being in the COVID-19 red zone. 
The MOU stated that after two weeks in 
the red for the towns that make up the 
district, as well as those towns sending 
School Choice to Quaboag, learning 
should switch to fully remote. 

Following the meeting the Commit- 
tee went into executive session to discuss 
mediation with the Quaboag Educa- 
tors Association, which 1s the teachers’ 
union. 
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and our chamber was not left off that 
list,’ QHCC President Lena Buteua 
said.“ However, during this time, the 
QHCC Executive Board dug in its heels 
hard by spending countless hours dedi- 
cated to the chamber’s survival in order 
to ensure our member community had 
our help and support when they needed 
it most. The Executive Board clearly un- 
derstood that in order for the chamber 
to continue our mission and vision focus 
for 2021, we had to hire someone with 
the same mindset and who had the ex- 
perience and connections to make it all 
come together. We were extremely for- 
tunate to have found Andrew Surprise, 
and honestly could not have asked for 
anyone more qualified.” 


Government 

With his blended background in the 
public and private sectors, Surprise said 
he knows how government can be a 
friend to business, and how it can get in 
the way. In addition to outreach and ad- 
vocacy, a big part of his focus is bring- 
ing government officials, business lead- 
ers, and residents together to discuss 
their concerns and find ways to work in 
the best interests of all. 

Addressing zoning issues, taxes, 
planning, and emphasizing a symbiotic 
relationship between the public educa- 
tion and business communities are all 
included in his immediate plans for the 
QHCC. 

“T absolutely am open to issue advo- 
cacy right now,” Surprise said. 

Zoning might seem like an intimidat- 
ing bureaucratic maze to most people, 
but those types of laws can have a last- 
ing impact on a community. They can 
be a key to opening economic growth. 

“Having come from being a city 
councilor, I can tell you zoning needs to 
change,” Surprise said. “Obviously, it’s 
up to the community what they want 
to do with it. But certainly, zoning has 
been a huge issue for municipalities all 
over the state. There were some chang- 
es to the zoning laws recently making it 
easier for lower-income housing. I know 
a lot of communities do have concerns 
about that, but I would say that in par- 
ticular, in those rural areas, the zoning 
does matter, particularly farmland. If 
it’s not zoned correctly, someone who 
owns land in a rural area may be paying 
more taxes than they need to be paying. 
And that’s certainly something that the 
chamber can work on with those com- 
munities to make sure that the zoning 
regulations are in line with what their 
community wants to develop. And cer- 
tainly coming from government myself, 
I do have some knowledge of that.” 


Struggling to survive 

At the top of the agenda is finding 
ways to help chamber members stay 
afloat while riding out the pandemic, 
such as connecting them with public 
grants and other assistance. 

“You'd be surprised what $5,000 or 
$10,000 can mean to a small business 
proprietor,” Surprise said. 

“It helps keep the lights on for anoth- 
er month and helps pay the rent. Those 
small amounts really do matter to our 
small businesses.” 

He said the chamber also wants to 
make sure elected officials are aware of 
the business community’s needs going 
forward. 

“That’s what we’re working on right 
now, Surprise said. “We're currently 
putting together a plan and, coming 
from the political sphere, one thing I 
know as a former elected official 1s that 
elected officials don’t necessarily take 
notice of an issue unless somebody tells 
them about it. And once they know 
there’s a problem, they can work to fix 
it. I contacted some of our state legis- 
lators. There are some I still have to en- 
gage with, but we’ve got the majority 
of the delegation that serves the region 
coming to our virtual legislative meet- 
ing,’ which occurred last week. 

“And we're hoping to do this at least 
two or three times a year going for- 
ward, hopefully in person,” Surprise 
said. “The goal is just to engage with 
the business community, with our leg- 
islators, and see what they think is go- 
ing to happen. There’s still a lot of un- 
certainty, at least in the general public 
and in the business community. And it’s 
hard for businesses to make plans when 
they don’t know necessarily what’s go- 
ing to happen in the next two or three 
months, let alone the next year. I did ask 
them to bring some information on any 
potential grants, programs, or govern- 
ment services that especially can assist 
the small business community because 
that’s who’s really suffering.” 


Looking ahead 

Once the economy stabilizes and the 
focus shifts to growing existing business- 
es and attracting new ones, Surprise said 
he wants to help the chamber explore 
new opportunities for the communities’ 
members it serves, such as manufactur- 
ing. That includes forging partnerships 
with school systems and emphasizing 
vocational training so a skilled work- 
force is in place whenever new jobs are 
created. 

“One thing I want to focus on 1s re- 
gional economic development,” Sur- 
prise said. “Something [ve discussed 
with (chamber) board members is we 
would like to have more engagement 


with the local school districts, particu- 
larly vocational education because it’s 
going to be very important going for- 
ward. Vocational education should not 
be looked down on — it’s just a different 
form of education, and I would hope 
that whatever these communities do, 
they do put resources into that type of 
education because the future workforce 
is going to require people to be able to 
fix the machines. They need a technical 
workforce. And that’s why I say it’s an 
extraordinarily important component 
of development.” 

In addition to local school systems, 
Surprise said he wants to work with re- 
gional colleges like his alma mater, West- 
ern New England University, which de- 
veloped a top pharmaceutical program, 
and Springfield Technical Community 
College to develop a school-to-work 
pipeline that could entice tech compa- 
nies to relocate to Western Mass. 

“Obviously, we’d love to see some 
of the technology businesses in Boston 
out this way,’ he said, adding that “deep 
tech” entrepreneurs are finding capital 
from public-private partnerships driving 
economic growth in various places. 

If it’s working out elsewhere, why not 
here, Surprise wonders. 

“It’s fledgling technologies or tech- 
nologies that launch different industries 
and different sectors. They're really put- 
ting investment in entrepreneurs that 
have an idea. And I’m hoping that’s 
something we can do and I’m going to 
ask our legislators if we can tie some of 
those rounds of funding to our area,” he 
said. 

“So if youre willing to start your 
business here, you'll be able to access 
this funding. That’s one area we're look- 
ing at.” 


Mentoring, planning 

Among the ways the QHCC can help 
members is by teaching marketing skills 
to those who need it, including direct 
mail. That may seem an analog ap- 
proach in a digital world, but Surprise 
said it is still an effective tool for any 
business. Likewise for networking and 
cross-promoting. He and the chamber 
also want to make it easier for those 
with an entrepreneurial spirit to get 
started by leveraging services offered by 
the Service Corps of Retired Executives. 

The local chapter of SCORE 1s af- 
fiiated with STCC and helps teach 
business basics to those who have a 
skill, product or idea, but lack the back- 
ground to monetize it. Writing a busi- 
ness plan might seem prohibitive to 
many would-be business owners, but 
just about everyone needs one to secure 
a loan or grant. 

“They help businesses or entrepre- 


neurs write a business plan, or maybe 
it’s knowledge of bookkeeping that’s 
needed or marketing,” Surprise said. 
“T’ve seen a lot of businesses come and 
go because they didn’t know what they 
were doing. They just decided all of a 
sudden, ‘I would like to start a business.’ 
There’s more to it than that and SCORE 
helps entrepreneurs learn how to run a 
business.” 

The chamber wants to work with 
municipalities on long-term planning 
and growth strategies. For instance, cre- 
ating a cultural district could mean el- 
igibility for targeted public and private 
funding while nurturing a tourism base 
that benefits existing businesses. 

“Another thing we talked about is 
training for the certified associate in 
project management exam and being 
able to help people pass that exam be- 
cause that benefits large and small busi- 
nesses alike,’ Surprise said. “And the 
same thing with marketing. We'd love to 
have training on Facebook, Instagram, 
Google ads, things like that.” 

Buteua, the QHCC president, said 
with Surprise only about a month into 
the job, she’s already impressed. 

“Andrew is committed to personally 
getting to know our members and what 
their needs are,” she said. 

“He is looking forward to sharing 
his extensive knowledge and experience 
with them by providing them help, di- 
rection, and connections to get back on 
their feet or enhance their success.” 


Fun facts 

What’s Andrew Surprise like away 
from work? We asked him several “light- 
ning round” questions to get some 1n- 
sight with about 30 seconds to answer 
each one: 

Question: What's your favorite book? 

AS: The one that I read recently was 
Steve Jobs’ biography. 

Question: What are three random 
songs in a playlist? 

AS: “November Rain,” “Dancing in 
the Moonlight,” and “Black Hole Sun.” 
Question: Favorite adult beverage? 

AS: Craft beer 
Question: Favorite other beverage? 
AS: Black coffee 


Question: The Beatles or Rolling 
Stones? 

AS: Beatles. 

Question: Favorite comfort food 
during quarantine? 

AS: Soup 


Question: Movie you keep going back 
to? 
AS: Gattaca 


For more information about the 
chamber email Andrew Surprise at an- 
drew@gqhma.com or call 413-283-2418. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


AA !!!SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


PRAYERS 
ANSWERED 


THANK YOU Thank you St. Jude 
for prayers answered and publication 
promised. 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. 
(413)433-2195. 
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WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





2***xex* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


WESTERN MASS INDIVIDUAL- 
IZED HOME CARE To provide wide 
range of medical services. Including 
Hospice Care. Will come to your home 
for necessary medical tasks. (413) 
289-6729 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


CLEANING 
SERVICES 


CLEANING LADY with over ten 
years experience, references upon 
request. Will clean households and 
offices. Please call (413)378-5032 
and ask for Ewa 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 
2250 Mark 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 










ae BROOKFIELD 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 






HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 









LD 


EAST 
BROOKFIE! 





BRIMFIELD 


“i a 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 








$32. $33. $34. age 
“ “ *"| 50¢ for each additional word. 
, —| Add $10 for a second Zone 
$3450 8835.00 $35.50 "33600 or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Name: _— wd (©) 0 | = PO First ZONE base price = __ ae 
Address) AddasecondZONE __*10.00_ sais 
Town: See ———————— State Zips Add a third ZONE $5.00 a 
TT uaddIn 

Number of Weeks:__ ee X perweekrate=$ Subtotal 
Credit Card: ‘I MasterCard OVISA 4 Discover 4 Cash I Check# x Number of Weeks nna 
Cad xp Date Cw TOTAL Enclosed 
Amountofcharge: atte 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


SEWING 


ZIPPERS, REPAIRS, HEMS Spe- 
cial occasion alterations and more. 
Men’s women’s and children. Please 
call (413) 799-0046 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


$12.50 Beyrepi ey 
Each f=) Yes ts 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 






our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


New Braintree 
Police Log 


For the week of Feb. 22-March 1, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department conducted 24 building/ 
property checks, six radar assign- 
ments, one motor vehicle stop, 24 di- 
rected/area patrols, 10 traffic controls, 
one motor vehicle accident, one safety 
call and four emergency 911 calls in 
the town of New Braintree. 


Monday, Feb. 22 
10:04 a.m. Initiated — Fire, Chim- 
ney Utley Road - Extinguished 
3:55 p.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle Ac- 
cident West Road — Transported to 
Hospital 


Wednesday, Feb. 24 
5:30 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergen- 
cy Hardwick Road — Transported to 
Hospital 


Friday, Feb. 26 

9 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Hardwick Road — Transported to Hos- 
pital 

1:22 p.m. Initiated — Safety Haz- 
ard West Brookfield Road — Removed 
Hazard 

1:33 p.m. 911 — Misdial Old Wine 
Road — Checked/Secured 


Sunday, Feb. 28 
6:45 p.m. Phone — Neighbor Dis- 
pute Ravine Road — Spoken To 








- public safety 


East Brookfield Police Log 


For the week of Feb. 15-28, the 
East Brookfield Police Department 
responded to 131 building/property 
checks, 20 directed/area patrol, seven 
radar assignments, three motor vehicle 
accidents, four animal calls, eight emer- 
gency 911 calls, one safety hazard and 
17 motor vehicle stops in the town of 
East Brookfield. 


Monday, Feb. 15 
10:22 a.m. Phone — Alarm Podunk 
Road — Checked/Secured 


Tuesday, Feb. 16 
1:06 a.m. Initiated — Safety Haz- 
ard All Roadways — Taken/Referred to 


Other Agency 
9:29 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Vehicle Towed 


Thursday, Feb. 18 
9:13 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergen- 
cy West Main Street — 
Hospital 


Transported to 


Saturday, Feb. 20 
5:04 p.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle Ac- 
cident East Main Street — Transported 
to Hospital 


Sunday, Feb. 21 
2:58 p.m. 911 — Misdial Oakwood 
Drive — Spoken To 


Monday, Feb. 22 
5:01 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Wildwood Road — Transported to Hos- 
pital 
10:20 p.m. Radio — Motor Vehicle 
Accident Flagg Road — Vehicle Towed 


Wednesday, Feb. 24 

2:26 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergen- 
cy Harrington Street — Transported to 
Hospital 

6:16 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Accident Rte. 49 — Services Rendered 

7:46 p.m. Phone — Mutual Aid Am- 
bulance Out of Town — Call Canceled 

7:51 p.m. 911 — Animal Call Rte. 49 


Thursday, Feb. 25 

7:11 a.m. Initiated — Serve Warrant 
Stone Road — Spoken To 

2:45 p.m. Phone — Medical Alarm 
Stone Road — Transported to Hospital 

3:05 p.m. 911 — Complaint/Motor 
Vehicle Operations Rte. 49 — Services 
Rendered 

8:50 p.m. Radio — Disturbance 
Shore Road — Transported to Hospital 


Saturday, Feb. 27 

7:13 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

7:50 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Podunk Road — Citation Issued 

8:16 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergen- 
cy High Rocks Road — Transported to 
Hospital 


Sunday, Feb. 28 
2:06 p.m. Initiated — Parking Com- 
plaint East Main Street — Citation Is- 
sued 


— Gone on Arrival 


= = best aro, 
CLASSIFIEDS * 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, 
Reaching readers in | 
50 local communities every week. 
— 


INC. 


e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


¢ Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 
¢ Help Wanted: Part Time & 


Full Time Career Opportunities 
Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


800-824-6548 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 


CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARTE- 
SIAN WELL COMPANY Secking 


Technician with mechanical ability. 


PART-TIME IN HOME CAREGIV- 
ER Palmer area for senior dementia 
woman. Call 413-544-8356 


LAND FOR SALE 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 

TEETH CLEANED well.com 
MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


We will train. Benefits included. Send 
resume to joe@ct-valley-artesian- 


HIRING!!!) Homemakers, PCAS, 
CNAs, Home Health Aids. We have 
offices in Palmer, West Springfield & 
Sturbridge. Please call (413)289- 
9018. Denise Galarneau EOE 





SMALL WATERFRONT LOTS 
Dock coming soon, swimming and 
fishing. Holland, MA. $19,000 each or 
best offer (508) 868-6157 


FOR RENT 


PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 
ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $800.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 









2021 


TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 cape a IRS 


413-967-8364 Appointment | <2z7r> 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES discrimination call The Department of 


Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ 


AUTHORIZED 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 


"David The Tax Man" 17 Convent Hill, 


Ware, MA 


ag 


OPPORTUNITY 


PROVIDER 


Bruce J. Charwick 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 010609 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 

Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kifchentabletaxes.com 


IRS) Tel: 413-289-0058 
"s Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 









STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


Federal & All States | HAV [CIeal(e) aim Fcb@rsl ale maria (eltsl mols) Ad (Cots 


IRS Problems? 
| =) ae ed oc —t-t-j(elat-| ma l-lele| (mice) am’ feol em 
Call us anytime! 


Personal & Small Business 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 











Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Classified Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & HILLTOW/NS 
SUBURBAN MONDAY 
FRIDAY AT NOON AT NOON 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 


The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 


QUABOAG 


CURREN 


BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
[t's maple syrup time! Luck of the Irish 
p2 po 


Volume 14, Number 20 











Editorial/Opinion 
Sports 

Classifieds 

Police Logs 






































Friday, March 5, 2021 





CONNECTIO 





BAD CREDIT? NO CREDIT? 
WE CAN HELP vouwrrir 
OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY!!! 
MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
THAN ANY OTHER STORE!!! 
PRESEASON BIKE SALE 


PreSeason Grill Salet 


WHITCO TOY & BIKE ¢ 
12 MONTHS 140 Main St., Spencer 508-885 dni? 


A www.whitcosales.com 
Het R LOIS Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8pm; Sun. 10am-7pm 














HARDWICK/GILBERTVILLE 
THE WHISTLE STOP RESTAURANT = 000 _ 


) Ever since this landmark Restaurant 
the “Whistle Stop” opened its doors 

3 in 1966 in Gilbertville the crowds 
have never stopped coming! Terrific 
opportunity to acquire a Family owned 
business for over 55 years. Owner is retiring! This hard-to-find real estate 
is in the Gilbertville section of Hardwick. RailRoad Buffs love the location 
& local flavor. This is a turnkey operation for the new owner who wants to 
continue the current success or take it to a new level. Sale price includes 
business, contents & real estate included. 


Century 21 Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
io eal @) North East 1-978-434-1990 
109 West St., Ware 


www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 


: 4 WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
~/ THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 
WINTER IS COMING! 
BULK ROAD SALT ¢ BULK TREATED SALT 
WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND ¢ SAND/SALT MIX 
STOCK UP NOW! 
Construction Stone * Landscaping Stone « Title V Septic Sand 


Preby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Stone Dust 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 


Screened Loam - Stored in Building 


Homeowner Friendly ¢- No Minimums 
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 

98 North Spencer Road, 

Route 31N, Spencer, MA 

508-885-6100 

508- oe: —— 


[seer 
Mastet vCard) 
ae 
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Winter Products 


Ice Melt « Shovels * Roof Rakes 
Construction Heaters 
Curing Blankets * Gloves 


(@1@) \ [ed = 1 =a a 
I sowuTionsZ 


199 East Broadway (RT. 2A), Gardner _— 
978-669-0088 =< concretesolutionsonline.com' 


WEST BROOKFIELD 


\ F 7 
LD E N i A LL Dr. Derrick Tengco Dr. Bakr Amin Dr. Sam Alkhoury 


General Dentist 















Buying ... 1am an accredited buyers representative 
Selling... I have a proven marketing plan 


Relocating... I can guide you every step of the way! 


Lisa Caron, Broker/Owner 
ABR, GRI,SRS,SRES,MRPLMC,CDPE, 
PSA,RENE,E-PRO,C2EX 


42 W. Main Street (Rt. 9) 
Brookfield, MA © 508-341-8299 
www.lisacaron.com 


LISA} CARON 
—_ 


REAL ESTATE 


Call Today For Your Free Estimate 
321-506-3446 


Residential/Commercial 
Licensed/Insured: 


- Weekly Lawn Maintenance 
- Spring and Fall Clean Ups 
- Aeration and Overseeding 
- Mulch Installation 
- Shrub and Tree Trimming 
- Garden Bed Renovation 
- Planting 
SUCIMICA mad 


Egan 
Lawn Care 
321-506-3446 


45 North Main Street, Belchertown 
Cell/Text: 857-523-0181 
melissa@jonesrealtors.com 


Whether you are selling or buying your 
first or forever home, 

| am committed to 
always being available 
and assisting you 


Jones Group 
Melissa Despres every step of the way. | 





is offering our local businesses 
an Ue ae to advertise at a reduced rate! 


e Business profile - 250 words 

e Photo - yourself, employees 
or building 

e Advertisement - 3 x 6 


ALL FOR ONLY *239 


This special section will run in the 
April 1st issue of The Ware River News 
& The Journal Register. 








CHANTEL-BLEAU 
Oe 


| For Full 
| Accounting & 
| Tax Service 


B Small Business 
| Quarterly Reports 
inancial 





Ad deadline: March 17, 2021 
Quarter page ad with story (4.75x6) $239 
ana Half page ad with story (9.75x6) $399 
Full page ad with story (9.75x13) $559 
































413- ‘967- “8364 


est St., Ware, MA.01082_ | provioen 


Turle yo 


purteyt» Inc. 


-A atten eet ernie - 



















Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today 
413-967-3505 e cell 413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com 





p BUYING OR SELLING... 
* 
¢ eS” WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU! 



















www.PostRoadRealty.com 










RENTAL 
PROPERTY! 


POSITIVE CASH FLOW | aaa 








38 CENTRAL STREET | |) al fiat ty 
WEST BROOKFIELD gery 2s 01 Mila 
$375,000 °c 
Cassie Paolucci i poles of 
774-200-3523 |= mis 




















Market Your Home with Style 
Professional Photography 
ABC TV Promotion 
| — Floor Plans - Social Media Ads 
Brochures - Postcards - Print Ads | 
Targeted Online Advertising 


BUYING e¢ SELLING ¢ RELOCATING [RQ 
py Se aaa STEWART & STEWART a 
413-387-8608 = 


BROKERAGE 
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 


We Buy And Sell Precious Metals 


Gold, Silver, Rare Coins, Bullion Coins, Precious Metal Bars, 
U.S. & Foreign Currency, All Varieties of Coins 


Always Buying 
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Class Rings, Wedding Bands, 
Gold & Silver, Coins, Sterling Silver, Flatware, 
Proof & Mint Sets, Commeratives and Estates 


Gardner Rare Coins 
13 Pleasant Street, Gardner 
978-632-7123 


Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm; Saturday Vam-2pm 


_ FISH FRY FRIDAYS © 
Lent Specials 


Shrimp Cocktail Appetizers 
Main Entrees 
Lobster Heart Shaped Ravioli 
Surf & Turf 
Stuffed Chicken Breast 
Beer Battered Fish 


Delicious Desserts 
To Choose From! 


E.B. Fiatts 


Rte 9 E. Brookfield ° 508-867-6643 


Hours: Sun., Mon, Tues., Wed. 7am-2pm 
Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 7am-9pm 
















COME SEE US FOR: 


e Dental Cleanings 


Ol gasiels(e)sja( ace 


Braces and Invisalign® 


Pediatric Dentist Orthodontist 


e Dental Emergencies 


® Pediatric Dentistry 
e Periodontal Care 
e Laser Gum Therapy 


« Cosmetic Dentistry 
Fillings, Crowns and 
Bridges, Veneers, 


Teeth Whitening e Extractions & Implants 


WE ACCEPT MOST DENTAL INSURANCES! 
908-867-2777 


9 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 
www.westbrookfielddental.com 


